
Newsletter February 2018

Dear Parents

What a very special school this is!  I am delighted to be back at St George’s after a gap of six years, and it has been a real privilege and thrill 
to return as the Interim Head.  Although it was a little strange at first, and some things have certainly changed in recent times, but one thing 
which is exactly as I remembered it is the warm, friendly atmosphere which is tangible throughout the school.  Thank you all so much for 
the wonderful welcome Sue and I have received – your warmth and friendliness, and your obvious enthusiasm for the school has meant a 
great deal to both of us.

My purpose in writing to you at this time is to bring you right up to date with everything which has happened here over the past few weeks 
– important matters, such as the future of the school’s leadership and the success of our pupils in securing places in high-quality senior 
schools – as well as trips, visits and all manner of sporting and cultural events.  It has been a very busy and productive half term!

The Appointment of a New Head 

The Governors’ Search Sub-Committee have appointed RS Academics to organise the process of finding us a new permanent Head.  RS 
Academics have a proven track record in appointing senior leaders to a wide range of independent schools, recently including St John’s 
College School Cambridge, St Paul’s Cathedral School and The Pilgrim’s School in Winchester.  They have already spent a full day with us in 
school, meeting parents, senior staff, Governors and myself to help them to prepare a detailed Candidate’s Pack.  The advertisement will be 
live for the month of February and the selection process will be thorough, targeted and comprehensive.  Long-List and Short-List interviews 
will take place at the school during March, and it is the intention to make a final appointment before the end of this term.  If a serving Head 
is appointed, the usual notice period is two terms, which means the successful candidate would be able to take over in January 2019.

Senior School Destinations

Many of our Year 6 children have been busy sitting entrance exams or pre-tests for a range of senior schools, including Eton, Wellington, 
Bradfield, Hampton, Wycombe Abbey, St George’s Ascot, St George’s Weybridge, The Marist, Sir William Perkins’s School, Leighton Park, 
Reading Blue Coats School and Luckley House School.  Many of these results are now in, with just a few yet to come.
Our Year 8’s are working towards their final exams in the summer, and their destination schools include Eton, Marlborough, Rugby, Stowe, 
ACS Egham, Holyport and both Windsor Boys and Windsor Girls.
Many congratulations to all who have been successful thus far, and the very best of luck to those whose exams are yet to come!
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Other assemblies this half term featured one of our parents, Mr Jon Collacott, who spoke about his job as a BA pilot, another with Made-
leine Davies, the Deputy Editor of The Church Times, who told us about her meetings with refugee children in some of the world’s most 
dangerous war zones, and a presentation about Sikhism by representatives from the Sikh Temple in Slough.

As for trips, Reception had a super visit to the Butterfly House at RHS Wisley, Year 2 went to the Winchester Science Centre and our Year 
8’s had a Geography Field Trip to the Olympic Park, where their investigations focused on planning a sustainable community.

Musical Matters

Wherever you are in St George’s it is rare not to hear wonderful music drifting down the corridors from choir rehearsals or instrumental 
lessons and practices!  The Choristers have been in fine form since returning after Christmas, singing some splendid anthems in the 
Chapel, and our Chamber Choir sang beautifully at the recent Chapel Assembly.

Four young men in Year 8 have auditioned recently for Music Scholarships to Eton, Marlborough, Rugby and Stowe, and in the Associated 
Board music exams 70% of our pupils won merits or distinctions – well done to all involved!  Everyone is now gearing up for the House 
Music Competition when hearty singing and instrumental prowess will be assessed by an external adjudicator – the next unmissable 
episode of “St George’s has got Talent!”  Even a Staff Choir will be performing!

Boarding

In addition to our regular boarders, the Choristers, plenty of other children have benefited from nights in our comfortable and very friend-
ly boarding environment.  So far this school year nearly half of the pupils in Years 4 to 8 have experienced boarding with us, enjoying such 
evening activities as Leadership Challenges, Water Polo, Big Screen Film Nights, Fabulous Fridays and Super Saturdays!  Highlights to come 
after half-term are Pancakes, Crazy Challenges, Spa Nights and Easter Fun.  Follow us on Twitter @stgboarding (closing in on 1,000 tweets 
with 283 followers so far) and for all information about how to book your child’s boarding experience please contact allison.onions@stg-
windsor.org



Links with Senior Schools

Strong links between prep and senior schools are of prime importance in the process of placing children in an environment which is right 
for them.  Channels of communication need to be kept open and I will be visiting many of the schools we feed into over the next few 
months, re-establishing links with the Heads and Directors of Admissions.  I am only too aware just how complicated the business of trans-
fer has become, with virtually every senior school having its own particular foibles in terms of dates, methods and possible outcomes – no 
wonder parents get confused!  My role is to offer advice on the suitability of schools and help with negotiating the process – so please 
come and talk to me!  When your children are in Year 4 is the ideal time to start these conversations, but wherever they currently are in the 
school, I will be very happy to meet with you.

As parents, you are naturally ambitious for your children and choosing the best educational path for them is obviously important.  A meas-
ure of realism is also helpful when looking into the future.  For example, perhaps Year 1 is not the best time to start thinking about a child’s 
prospects in the Eton King’s Scholarship papers, because what they really need at that age is a good grounding, lots of support and nurtur-
ing and to feel safe and valued as members of our community.  Childhood is so precious – we must not allow it to be diluted or shortened 
by too much pressure too soon.  As someone once remarked, “A child’s mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a spark to be kindled.”  

It is always a pleasure to visit classrooms in the Lower School, and in Years 4 and 5, because the joy of discovery and learning is palpable – 
the children are being supported and challenged, and there is a huge and obvious sense of fun and achievement.  The recent Year 5 “Titanic 
Day” was an example of the “wow factor” within our curriculum – a whole day to investigate the history, the science and the social impact 
of such a momentous event was prep school education at its very best!  After half-term we have the whole school Theme Day on the 
Environment to look forward to – I can’t wait!

Other Academic Successes

Two teams of pupils spanning Years 3 to 6 recently took part in a National General Knowledge Quiz – we were in a south-east section 
consisting of 12 prep schools, and our children gave a really good account of themselves!  The questions were tough and wide-ranging, and 
the concentration and teamwork were most impressive.  Out of the 12 competing teams our B Team came third and our A Team was placed 
fourth – well done to all the boys and girls involved!

The Oratory School, Reading recently hosted a Key Stage 2 Maths Competition, and four of our Year 6 pupils worked well together to 
produce a commendable result, being placed fifth out of the nine schools competing.

Trips and Visits

A French theatre company came in to school recently and gave a memorable performance of “Le Chateau” for our Year 5 and 6 pupils, which 
was hugely entertaining, and it was great to see some of the audience being actively involved. Brian Moses, the renowned children’s perfor-
mance poet and writer, gave a vibrant and inspirational assembly, followed by two workshops and a book signing. 



Sporting Successes

It’s been a really busy few weeks on the sporting front!  In Rugby, all our boys between Years 3 and 8 have played in several fixtures, with 
the Under 8 Reds, the Under 10 A’s, Under 11 A’s and 2nd Xll all unbeaten.  Likewise in Netball, all the girls have represented their school 
in competitive matches, with the Under 10 A’s on something of a winning streak, having been beaten only once since last November!
   
St George’s pupils have proved really hard to beat in Cross Country.  Our Under 11 and Under 13 teams of boys and girls recently ran in 
the Sunningdale School Prep Schools Meeting – out of the 8 schools taking part, we were placed first in both age groups.  Congratula-
tions must go to our pupils who ran in the Berkshire Schools Championships, where there were over 100 competitors running in every 
age-group.  Thomas Mallet was a very respectable 14th, with Bligh Henshilwood coming 23rd.  Freya Willcox won a brilliant bronze medal 
for coming 3rd, while Lottie Dewar won bronze running against girls a full two years older.  Lottie then progressed to the South East 
Schools Championships where she finished in second place – a fantastic achievement!  Later on in March Lottie has been selected to run 
for Berkshire in the English Schools Championships to be held in Leeds, and we all wish her the very best of luck!

It was great that 40 of our pupils enjoyed a really good day out at London Irish Rugby Club, getting special coaching sessions from some 
of the players, before being the Guard of Honour at the Madjeski Stadium for the London Irish Premiership fixture against Wasps – some 
of them apparently popped up in the highlights programme on Channel 5!

Reminders for Parents

Sweets in School : please could we remind you that sweets from home are not allowed in school for a number of reasons, but most 
especially because we have to be so careful about allergies.  If you would like to help your child celebrate a birthday with his/her 
classmates, please could you contact the School Office who will order some “safe” sweets directly from our school caterers; thank you.

Pupil Absences 

Please could we remind you that the law of the land dictates that all planned school absences have to be authorised.  If your child needs 
time off to visit senior schools or for family social occasions, this must be authorised by the Head.  If it is a medical or dental appointment 
only involving part of a day, please could you inform your child’s Form Teacher, always copying in the School Office.  Clearly, we need to 
know where all our pupils are during the school day.  Once again, your co-operation would be greatly appreciated.

Open Day

Our next Whole School Open Morning is on Friday 2nd March.  I would be really grateful if you could spread the word far and wide – our 
Marketing Department have placed a number of adverts in the media, but word of mouth is often the best publicity!  It will be a great 
opportunity for prospective parents to see the school on a working day, with a few extra exciting activities thrown in!

With all good wishes for a happy and relaxing half-term break,


