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he Lent term has quite simply flown by and, 
as I write this introduction to our now familiar 
pictorial termly newsletter, it is quite 

staggering to read of the great number of events, 
fixtures, concerts and competitions in which the 
pupils have taken part and competed. 

I highlighted many of their achievements, both 
individual and collective, in my end of term 
assembly and it was a fitting moment for the whole 
school to recognise and acknowledge them. I must 
express to all my colleagues my sincere thanks for 
their hard work, dedication and commitment this 
term for without this, the children would not be 

able to enjoy such a wide range of activities and 
events. 

My thanks also to our fantastic Editorial team who 
have, once again produced such a visually exciting 
end of term newsletter.

As I write, Easter is just around the corner. The Easter 
holiday is often somewhat different to the other 
long holidays enjoyed by schoolchildren in the UK. 
For those pupils preparing for CE exams, spare time 
will, no doubt, be dominated by revision (good 
practice for the GCSE and A level years!); for others, 
it will be a time for getting ready for the summer 

months ahead or taking part in school-based 
holiday clubs. Some will be travelling on holiday 
and others will be visiting family and friends over 
the Easter weekend.

Whatever your plans at this holiday time, I wish you 
and your families a very enjoyable and restorative 
break.

With my best wishes for a happy and blessed Easter.

Chris McDade
Head Master

ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL
WINDSOR CASTLE



Success Stories

LAMDA acting examinations are marked rather like 
music exams, with pupils preparing two contrast-
ing play extracts, which are assessed on interpreta-
tion and technique, followed by a theory section. 
They are then awarded distinction, merit, pass or 
fail. Of the 42 pupils who took the examination this 
term, 31 received distinctions and 11 received 
merits, with no passes or fails. 
A special mention goes to Oona G, who achieved a 
100% pass mark, which is exceptionally rare.

We are delighted that eight pupils have received 
awards for entry into their senior schools this 
September. In Year 8 four pupils have received 
awards for 13+ entry: Grace A has been awarded an 
Academic Scholarship to Leighton Park School; Max 
B has gained a Music Scholarship to Rugby School; 
James R has achieved an All Rounder award to 
Hampton School and Zach R has been awarded a 
Music Scholarship to Winchester College. In Year 6, 
four pupils have also enjoyed success in winning 
awards for 11+ entry: Alfie A has been awarded 
Music Scholarships to Reading Blue Coat School 
and to Luckley House School; Oona G has gained a    
Drama Scholarship to St George’s Ascot, Giles M has 
gained an Academic Scholarship to Hampton 
School and lastly James B has been awarded a 
scholarship to Luckley House School (this informa-
tion reached us after this photo was taken). Many 
congratulations to all of them on these very 
impressive achievements.

At the beginning of March children in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 took part in a sponsored skip to 
raise money for the British Heart Foundation. They 
had been learning to skip and about the 
importance of keeping a healthy heart in their 
lessons. They all did very well, and as a result have 
so far raised £2756.35.  Thank you to parents, 
family and friends who sponsored the children in 
raising money for this very worthwhile cause.

This Year Comic Relief was the chosen charity for the House Cross-Country Competition. We are pleased 
to announce that to date our runners have raised £3131.17 – a magnificent total!  Thank you to everyone 
who supported them.

Outstanding LAMDA Results

Scholarships

We are pleased to record our most successful 11+ 
achievement to date. All our girls and boys 
received offers from their first choice school, 
having sat competitive entry exams and 
undertaken interviews at a range of selective 
schools. There will be time to celebrate at the end 
of the academic year alongside those pupils who 
will continue their journey with us until the end 
of Year 8.

Pupils up to the age of 16 from more than 300 
schools across the UK participated in the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge in February. They 
had to answer 25 problem-solving questions in an 
hour. St George’s did very well again this year; 
seven pupils from Years 7 and 8 -  Faron M, Zach R, 
Thomas D, Felix G, Grace A, Martha P and Charlie 
W - achieved a Bronze certificate. James R 
achieved an excellent Gold certificate and was 
invited on to the next round. We are looking 
forward to hearing how he gets on.

In March four Year 6 pupils took part in a Maths 
Challenge organised by The Oratory School, 
competing as a team against seven other prep 
schools. The morning consisted of a multiple 
choice round, a number of estimating challenges 
and a final relay round where questions of 
increasing difficulty were posed one at a time. Our 
team didn't quite reach the NASA-inspired 18th 
question, but they enjoyed the competitive nature 
of the event and were delighted to learn that they 
had been placed second overall. Very well done to 
Giles M, James P, Johnny W and Nick Y.

Intermediate Maths Challenge Maths Challenge 
at �e Oratory School

Super Sixes

Red Nose Day

Jump Rope for Heart



World Book Day 
World Book Day was an opportunity for everyone to dress up as his or her favourite literary character. The variety of costumes was impressive.

The celebrated children’s writer and illustrator 
Ruth Galloway (left) visited the Lower School. 
She read from her brand new book and took a 
masterclass with each year group, discussing 
her characters and leaving a signed picture of 
her undersea world, which she had drawn on 
her magic drawing board. The children were 
all ‘Smiley Sharks’  after her visit! 

There was much excitement when the Upper 
School had a lightning lunchtime visit from 
David Walliams (right), who gave an inspiring 
talk to Years 3 - 8, encouraging them to read 
and gain ideas for their own creative writing. 
He entertained them with two readings from 
his recent books and then gave out a copy of  
‘The Midnight Gang’ to ten pupils who asked 
interesting questions.



French Trip

Boarding & Choristers
The boarders have enjoyed a range of after-school 
activities this term. As well as the ever-popular film 
nights, these have included sushi-making, tennis, 
exotic animals and a pamper night for the girls.

Most boarders look forward to the Easter holidays 
when the days are getting warmer and lighter and 
spring is just around the corner. Choristers are no 
different, but they return to school for the Easter 
‘stay-on’ to sing at the services leading up to Easter 
and Easter Sunday itself. It’s not all hard work. 
In-between the services and rehearsals there are 
trips out and time to play. Easter Sunday is an 
exciting day. After the morning service there is a 
huge family lunch at the school and the Easter 
Bunny will have popped in and delivered Easter 
eggs.  After lunch the boys sing Evensong before 
going home to finish their well-earned holidays. 

This term the choristers have had the privilege of 
visiting the Archives and Chapter Library, and on 
26th February they celebrated the Surplicing of 
Elliot D and Yann S who are now full choristers.

School trips are great for team-building, creating 
memories and learning lots and this one was no 
exception. There was an impressive number of 
activities and interesting excursions, all of which 
were experienced in French. 

At Maison Claire Fontaine the children live, eat, 
learn and have fun as they would in an English 
school but all in the heart of the beautiful French 
countryside. Avallon and Vézelay are both historic 
towns complete with local markets and traditional 
restaurants.

The children approached everyone and 
everything with enthusiasm and energy and the 
sheer number of things squeezed into four days 
was astonishing!



Music & Performing Arts

In their Kings and Queens workshop Year 1 
experienced what it was like to be a courtier at the 
time of King Henry VIII, learning songs and courtly 
dances and taking turns to wear a crown.  Later in 
the term the children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 were led on a colourful journey through Fairytale 
Forest to rescue the Book of Fables from the 
clutches of the Wicked Queen. Guided by a 'Funky 
Fairy,' the workshop included games, songs and 
play-acting, capturing the spirit of fairy tales where 
everyone learns a valuable lesson and 'good' 
triumphs over 'evil'. 

Lower School Drama Workshops

Year 3 treated an appreciative audience to An 
Afternoon of Aesop's Fables, which they have been 
working on this term during their weekly drama 
lesson. The 11 fables they shared all have a moral 
message. Parents usually tell these stories to their 
children, but this time, Year 3 performed them to 
their parents!  There were some excellent comic 
performances in classics such as The Hare and the 
Tortoise, alongside less well-known fables such as 
The Frogs Who Wanted a King... be careful what 
you ask for! However, we could not have asked 
for more because, as the The Bundle of Sticks 
taught us, 'unity gives strength' and the pupils all 
worked wonderfully together to produce a fine 
afternoon of drama.

Year 3 Production

After working hard all term during their weekly 
drama lesson, Year 4 took to the stage in an 
exciting production of Love Me Tender by Alison 
Chaplin, based on Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. 
Tensions ran high between the warring Capulets 
and Montagues in modern Verona, as the audience 
were treated to fight scenes, crazy parties, laughter, 
love and tragedy. Year 4 really stepped up to the 
mark with some bold characterisations and fine 
ensemble playing - bravo!

Year 4 Production

Yet another fun-packed term for our young musicians at St George’s! The Chamber Choir has had a very busy diary of events starting with preparations for 
Evensong in St George’s Chapel in February. They then visited Wellington College for the annual Prep Schools’ Choral Day where, along with 300 other children, 
they explored some exciting new repertoire, including the haunting Hebrew melody, Al Shlosha D’varim. They finished the term by supporting the Choral 
Outreach programme in St George’s Chapel with eight of Windsor’s First Schools. As this year’s theme was Beasts, the Chamber Choir sang Pigs Could Fly, exciting 
the audience with ‘that swine of mine’ who ‘has real flair’!

To showcase a term’s work, there was a super evening concert in the Gym in the penultimate week of term, including a number of new ensembles. The Brass 
Ensemble started proceedings with A Regal Fanfare and it was great to see and hear how the players worked so well together under the guidance of Mr Carleston, 
as some have only been learning for a couple of terms. Mr Cordell’s new Musical Theatre Choir also played a starring role in the concert, with a medley of songs 
from Chitty Chitty Bang Bang; small in number, but big in quality, there were some lovely solos, and lots of smiles! T-voices also took part in the concert, singing 
with their usual vitality and pizzazz. One of the numbers they sang was the first movement of a cantata to be sung at our end of year concert on 27 June in St 
George’s Chapel – a date for your diary! The concert was wrapped up by JAM, a band made up mainly of year 7 pupils. The boys have been working over the 
course of the term towards their debut performance, with Adele’s Skyfall, and what a performance it was!  

James Wilkinson
Director  of Music



It has been a very busy term for our pupils! Over 150 
fixtures have taken place on Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons as well as a host of other sporting events.

The girls have had a fantastic term of Netball with 
some excellent results. Particular mention goes to 
the U9A and U11A teams who have only lost one 
match each all season, and to the U12/13 team who 
have been unbeaten in all their matches. The U9A 
came 2nd in the St Piran’s Tournament, the U10A 
came 2nd in the Luckley House Tournament and the 
U11B team came 3rd in the Hall Grove Tournament. 
A special mention must go to the U11A team who 
worked exceptionally hard to win a place in the IAPS 
National Netball Finals.

Every boy has had an opportunity to play Rugby for 
the school this term and there have been many fine 
results. In early March, we welcomed ten prep 
schools to Home Park for our annual U10 tourna-
ment. St Piran’s were the winners in what was a 
brilliant spectacle of boys’ rugby. Our U11 team have 
stood out by remaining unbeaten throughout their 
Wednesday matches and by winning the Milbourne 
Lodge tournament. They also played extremely well 
at the National Schools Rugby Tournament at Epsom 
College.

Pupils in Year 2 were thrilled to be involved in their 
first Netball and Tag-Rugby sports afternoon with 
Holme Grange in March. It was a joy to see so many
of our pupils enjoying competitive sport in their first 

 of many matches. It was also fantastic to welcome 
so many supporters to our school – a great turn out!

This term we have introduced Hockey to the boy’s 
curriculum to prepare them for what their future 
senior schools will offer. Our boys had their first 
hockey ‘fixture’ vs St Neot’s and the whole school 
has participated in Inter-House Hockey either at 
Braywick Sports Park or at St George’s. 

In February, our Swimming team took part in the 
highly competitive IAPS Regional Swimming 
Qualifiers in Guildford. Many congratulations go to 
Camilla P, who made it through to the finals in May.

Our star Cross-Country runners have been on 
good form this term. We had some excellent results 
at the ISA competition at Sherfield, with five runners 
finishing in the top 10 of very large fields. St Neot’s 
also hosted an impressive meeting, with around 80 
runners in each age group. Henry J picked up a 
fantastic bronze medal in the U9s and Charlie W 
came second in the U13s. A special mention must 
also go to Lottie D and Thomas D who qualified to 
represent Berkshire earlier this term.
 
In January, Jude M-D, Ben L, Hanzala R and Matthew 
R took part in the U14 Southern Fencing Champi-
onships at Wellington College. They all did very well, 
but Matthew stood out as he went through to the 
last 16, where he eventually lost to the top seed in a 

nail-biting affair. Our fencers only ever fence in their 
Thursday activity session, so to have reached this 
standard is extremely impressive.  

Towards the end of term, our team of eight rowers 
took part in the National Junior Indoor Rowing 
Championships. There were hundreds of competi-
tors in each race and our team did superbly well, 
especially Maria H who came 9th in the Y7 girls’ 
event, Camilla P who came 6th in the Y9 girls’ event, 
and Lottie D, Jemima W, Maria H and Camilla P who 
came 14th in the junior girls’ event.

Our pupils often save their best performances for 
House Competitions. This term Rowing, 
Dodgeball, Cross-Country and Hockey have all been 
keenly contested. The battle began before half term 
when Rodney were victorious in the Year 3 – 8 
Dodgeball competition. Roars of encouragement 
could be heard around the corridors as Year 7 and 8 
competed for Inter-House Rowing with Victory 
eventually rowing the fastest. The Inter-House 
Hockey competition for Years 3-8 was held at 
Braywick Sports Centre and St George’s where 
Revenge finally triumphed as victors. Cross-Country, 
everyone’s favourite event (!), took place in the 
penultimate week of term. New school records 
were set by Lottie D (Year 7) and Thomas D (Year 6), 
with Revenge winning the overall trophy. 

Henry Mitchel  
Director of Sport

Lent Term Sports Report


