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Many of your children will have encountered the
final fourcandidates via assemblies, lesson
observations and rigorous Q & A sessions, and no
As we approach the end of another action-packed
term at St George’s, I have an opportunity to highlight doubt they will have their own particular favourites!
Whatever the final outcome, I am wholly confident
some special events and achievements which have
occurred in the second half of the term. The splendid that the long-term future of the school will be in
very capable hands.
photographs in this Newsletter will speak far more
eloquently than any text of mine, but for those of you
Environment Day
with a persevering nature, here goes!
This was a very special event in the life of our school
as we all came together to learn about the vast
Senior Leadership
At the time of writing, we are approaching the end of scale of environmental damage being done to our
the search process for the new Head, and you will be planet, and to raise the children’s awareness of what
needs to be done during the course of their
made aware of the final outcome within the next
couple of weeks. I have been hugely impressed with lifetime. Darren Harley of Grundon Waste
the calibre of the applications we received and it has Management got the day off to a great start with a
been most encouraging to see the level of top-quality focused look at what can be achieved through
careful and targeted recycling – just about
competition within the long-list and short-list.
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everything we use can be turned into something
else, avoiding the need for relentless land-fill.
The pupils from Year 2 to Year 8 were divided into
four vertical groups and took part in a carousel of
cross-curricular activities – the aim was for each
child to have fun doing very practical tasks which
made them think about and discuss how humans
are damaging the environment, and ways in which
they can make a difference within their school
community. It was a great opportunity to see
pupils in different year groups working
collaboratively towards a common goal. Life skills
such as resilience, teamwork, independent thinking,
critical thinking and innovation were well to the
fore – it really was a joy to behold!
Continued...

...Continued
Our swimming pool simulated an ocean awash with plastic, the DT Room was used to create a giant collage of thousands of
recycled milk bottle lids, and the children were outside to learn about lichen as nitrogen-loving organisms and therefore
good indicators of air pollution. An environment themed song has been recorded as backing music to the video made of
the day, which will also feature poetry written to highlight the importance of protecting our planet. Photos are shown here,
and more together with video footage are available on the school’s Twitter account and website. A “Green Pupil Council” will
shortly be set up to ensure our excellent current green practices are maintained and developed further.
My thanks to Mr Nicholas for masterminding such a brilliant day, and to every member of staff for embracing the project with
such enthusiasm and commitment.
Staff Changes
At the end of term we will be saying farewell to Mrs Helen Dewar, one of our Year 5 teachers, who will be moving on to St
Peter’s Middle School, Old Windsor. Mrs Dewar has given much to St George’s during her three years with us, as a classroom
teacher, on the sports field and as Leader of Revenge. She will be missed by her pupils and colleagues alike, and we would
all like to wish her well in her new school.
Mrs Dewar will be replaced next term by Miss Anna Roberton, who is a graduate of Uppsala University in Sweden and has a
PGCE from Canterbury Christ Church University. Her most recent teaching appointment was at Highfield Preparatory School
in Liphook, where she was also a Year 5 Class Teacher.
Mrs Sara Douglas will be taking over from Mrs Dewar as Head of Revenge from the beginning of next term.
Our new Head of Mathematics joins us next term. Mrs Herman Kaur Padam is a graduate of Brunel University, and she also
holds a PGCE and Masters in Educational Management from St Mary’s University College, London. Mrs Padam joins us from
Guru Nanak Sikh Academy in Hayes where she has been second in charge of a large Maths department, overseeing the
whole of Key Stage 3. We very much look forward to her joining us in April and welcoming her daughter Preet into
Reception.
I am hugely indebted to Mr Rainer Struck who has helped us out this term by covering some of the senior Maths classes
while we waited for Mrs Padam to complete her notice period.
Uniform Shop – Easter Opening Hours
The School Uniform Shop and the Second-hand Shop will open during the Easter holidays on Wednesday 18th April and
Thursday 19th April from 10am to 12 noon. The main shop will also open for the purchase of new uniform on Monday 23rd
April, again from 10am to 12 noon. The new summer dresses for Nursery – Year 6 are now in stock.
May I take this opportunity to wish you a very happy Easter holiday and some much needed Spring sunshine. I look forward
to welcoming you all back for the start of the Trinity term.
Roger Jones
Interim Head Master

Meet the New Head of Maths
Were you always good at maths at school, and was it always your favourite subject?
I have always had a passion for mathematics, but did not always have a natural flair for it. I was
always one of those pupils that had to put in that little bit of extra work to achieve the desired
results. My maths teacher told me, 'It's nothing to do with being clever, it’s only to do with hard
work and practice'.
Why did you decide to teach maths?
When I was at school, I had an absolutely amazing maths teacher and I was inspired to teach by
him. As a mother, I truly believe that you should teach children the way you wish for your own
children to be taught.
What is the best thing about being a teacher?
Seeing my pupils becoming successful and knowing that I was able to help them in that journey of their life.
What excites you most about coming to teach at St George’s?
Over the last 11 years I have developed my skills as a teacher and also as a leader in the secondary sector. I am most excited
about the new opportunities that St George's School has to offer and to be able to bring my skillset into the primary/KS3
sector.
How can a teacher make learning about maths fun and exciting?
In many different ways, teaching the children about life skills as well as relating mathematics to the real world; inspiring children
and showing them the value and importance of mathematics; using hands-on lessons where the students investigate and
apply their knowledge of maths. I truly believe that every child has the capability to be the very best they can be in the subject
with the guidance of a dedicated teacher.

World Book Day

Young Enterprise Tenner Challenge 2018
Over a four week
period, all Year 7 pupils
worked hard towards
developing four different
businesses as part of a national event
called the Young Enterprise Tenner
Challenge. Working within a small team,
each pupil was given £10 and asked to grow
the money, whilst progressing across eight key
competencies: Communication, Confidence,
Financial Capability, Initiative, Organisation,
Problem-solving, Teamwork and Resilience. The
pupils have raised over £200 and are currently
discussing with Pupil Council how they would
like to spend the money on new equipment for
the playground. Special mention must go to
Team Edison for generating the most profit
during the project, but it was a
fantastic effort from all concerned.

Basil & Crew Visit Nursery

Choosing a Musical Instrument

There are so many benefits to learning to play an instrument – it relieves stress, builds confidence, develops reasoning skills and more. For parents who
have never played an instrument themselves, however, deciding on a first instrument for their child can be a daunting experience. Good foundation
instruments are:
Voice: Often overlooked, a child’s voice is the first instrument they can play. Singing solo or in a choir can teach children pitch, tone, melody and harmony. It
develops breathing technique and lung capacity that will be useful for wind instruments later on, and helps them develop an ear for music.
Violin/’Cello: These are available in a whole range of sizes, which makes them a suitable first instrument, even for very small children. They have no frets or
keys, which allows children to focus on the sounds produced. This helps them learn to play in tune and develop an ear for pitch and sound. Bowing
develops their understanding of musical phrasing.
Piano: This is such a great instrument for children as they can see clearly from the black and white keys how notes relate to each other. They can spot
musical patterns, see which note harmonise with others and play multiple notes at the same time, which advances their understanding of musical theory.
Factors to consider are:
How much patience and perseverance does your child have? Certain instruments are easier to pick up quickly and make progress with.
Do you have a quiet, peaceful child who would be happy practising the piano, or a boisterous, active child who would get more out of a
trombone or drum set?
Can your child take instruction well? If not, string instruments might not be the best choice.
Does your child hanker after an instrument they can sing along with, eg piano, guitar?
How sociable is your child? Would they like to practise and play with others in a school band/orchestra, or would they prefer going solo?
Other tips for parents:
Introduce your child to a wide range of musical styles and instruments from an early age
Sing to and with your child
Encourage your child to get involved with schools choirs and groups
Give them an opportunity to hold, feel and try an instrument
Get advice from your child’s school music teacher
Don’t spend lots of money on your child’s first instrument – wait until you are sure they are happy to continue with it.
With age and maturity, some children will move on to experiment with and play brass, woodwind or larger string instruments which require greater
physical strength.
There is no greater joy than finding the perfect instrument; following these common-sense guidelines should help.

Sporting Highlights

This has been a very successful term across the wide range of sports played here. Congratulations to our Under 11 girls who have become the Small
Schools IAPS National Netball Champions – they also did really well on a recent short tour to South Wales and Gloucestershire! All the girls in the school
from Year 3 upwards have played in regular weekly fixtures, and they have also been introduced to Lacrosse and Squash.
Despite the awful weather, some 40 rugby matches have been played in the second half of term, with excellent progress being made across the year
groups. Our Under 10As have been unbeaten in nine matches and the Under 8 Reds were unbeaten in eight matches. The Under 11As have lost just one
match all season. Very well done to all our teams, and to the hardy Mums and Dads who turned up in all weathers to support them!
During the last two weeks of the term all boys in Years 5 to 8 have been playing hockey, and all will be representing their school in fixtures against St Neot’s
School.

Boys and girls have combined very effectively in a range of sports, producing some fine performances. A group from Years 7 and 8 travelled to the National
Junior Indoor Rowing Championships held at the Lee Valley Centre, testing their skills in a range of different distances on Concept ll rowing machines. They
had trained hard for this in their PE lessons and rowing activity sessions, which clearly paid off with some outstanding individual and team performances –
five personal bests were achieved during the day. Well done to all!
Success in cross-country running has become the norm at St George’s and once again there have been some really impressive results. In the recent St
Neot’s meeting of 11 schools we came first in four of the age groups, second in one and third in the other. Many congratulations to Alex Warnes, Ben
Dewar and Freya Willcox for their first places and to Henry Johnson for his third place!
Special mention must be made of Lottie Dewar in Year 8 who travelled to Leeds last weekend to represent Berkshire in the English Schools Athletics
Association Cross-Country Championships. Lottie ran in the Under 15 race where she came 21st out of the 350 finishers – a really fabulous achievement!
The final week of term will feature House hockey and cross-country events which, as always, will be keenly contested affairs!

