ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL
WINDSOR CASTLE

Newsletter
warm welcome to the Summer edition
of the St George’s newsletter. Once again,
we have enjoyed an extremely busy term
of activities and events and no doubt, like me, you
will be astounded by just how much the children
have packed into 11 weeks!
There have been many highlights of this term,
not least of which was the production of ‘Smike’.
Based on Dickens’ story of Nicholas Nickleby,
the show follows the challenges and trials of a
young teacher who takes his class back in time
to perform the story. With the recognisable
Dickensian characters of Mr and Mrs Squeers
and the boys of Dootheboy’s Hall (in Yorkshire!!)
and a score of memorable songs, the show is
a tremendous hit and this proved to be the
case as two enthusiastic audiences enjoyed the
performances in the Farrer Theatre during the

Summer 2016
final week of term. The production of ‘Smike’
was a great success, and we were delighted to
welcome to the Theatre the show’s writer and
composer, Simon May, who also joined us as our
special guest on Speech Day. Sincere thanks to all
the cast and crew and especially to the Musical
Director, James Wilkinson and the Director and
Producer, Rachel Gibbons.
The Sports Days were enjoyed by a great many
parents, grandparents and families who came to
support their children in a variety of races and field
events. It was remarkable to see so many school
records beaten and personal bests achieved! The
youngest of our children enjoyed a variety of races
and obstacle challenges on their Sports Days and
my thanks to all the Games and PE staff and to all
colleagues for assisting in the running of these
most enjoyable events.

We have enjoyed a Leavers’ Concert in the Victoria;
our Year 8 pupils prepared and cooked a meal for
their parents in the marquee; we welcomed back
many former pupils to the Association Day in June
and we have celebrated the numerous academic
achievements of our pupils in Common Entrance
and School exams.
I hope you will enjoy reading the articles and
looking at the many pictures in this summary of
the term; a fitting conclusion to what has been a
most enjoyable and successful academic year.
Here’s to an enjoyable and relaxing summer!
Chris McDade
Head Master

‘We couldn’t have been happier with our son’s education at St George’s. Academically he has
flourished during the eight years he has been at the school. He has received an incredibly rounded and
stimulating education which has helped him develop and grow as a young person.’ (Current parent)
St George’s School, Windsor Castle, Berkshire SL4 1QF
Telephone: 01753 836530
www.stgwindsor.org

School Events
Maths Challenge Success

Royal Tea Party

Pupils from Years 6, 7 and 8 achieved five gold, four
silver and five bronze certificates in the UKMT Junior
Maths Challenge which took place earlier this term.
Over 250,000 pupils from across the UK sat the
challenge, with roughly 6% of them receiving gold,
13% silver and 21% bronze certificates. James R and
Finn T were amongst the 7,500 pupils invited to sit
the follow-on Junior Kangaroo paper, and they both
achieved a highly commendable Certificate of Merit
which is only awarded to the top 25%.

On Friday 10th June ten of our pupils joined children
from four other schools at a very special outdoor tea
party at Windsor Castle in celebration of Her Majesty
The Queen’s 90th birthday. The children were dressed
in outfits representing different decades of the Queen’s
life and our pupils represented the ‘80s. Whilst they
enjoyed a delicious tea, our choristers sang Vivaldi’s
‘Gloria’ and led the children in singing the National
Anthem. A live webcast of the event gave pupils
around the world an opportunity to join in the fun and
mark the occasion with their own tea parties.

Her Majesty The Queen’s
Birthday
On 21st April pupils in years 4, 5 and 6 went up to
Windsor Castle to take part in the celebrations for Her
Majesty The Queen’s 90th birthday. They were able to
watch The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh from a
very privileged position as they left the Castle and The
Queen waved at them as she drove past. It was a very
memorable day for everyone.

During the term the children in Years 4 to Years 7
have taken part in a times table challenge. Badges
have been awarded for improvement as well as
high scores. The children have had to complete 60
multiplication and division calculations within a two
minute period. The following children have gained 60
out of 60 in one or more of the challenges: Amarise B,
Lottie D, James R, Faron M and Oscar P.

Confirmation Service
On Sunday 15th May 15 pupils from Years 6 and
7 were confirmed in St George’s Chapel to begin
their journey as followers of Christ. After the service
their families were invited to a tea party on the
Head Master’s Lawn and were joined by the Dean
of Windsor, The Right Reverend David Connor, and
Father Lee, our School Chaplain.

Nursery Visit Windsor
Castle

Reception Trip to Woolley
Firs

On 16th June both the Morning and Afternoon
Nursery children went to explore Windsor Castle. They
heard stories about its history, acted out a knight’s
dubbing ceremony and searched for hidden dragons!
Thank you to all the mummies and daddies who
helped accompany them on the day!

On Tuesday 17th May our Reception children were
very excited to be going on a trip with their own
teddies to the Woolley Firs Environmental Education
Centre in Maidenhead. They enjoyed a day of stories,
games and sensory outdoor exploration, as well as a
picnic in the woods. The children discovered the four
secrets of life that enable all animals to survive, and
they created a new home for their bears to inhabit!
Many thanks to Mrs Carpenter, Mrs Graham, Mrs
Bursnall and Mrs Hayer who helped out on the trip.

Crew Company

Garter Day Assembly

On 21st June the children in Year 5 were taken back
in time to WW2 with Mr Kitchen! They got to look at
some real gas masks and act out what it would have
been like during an air raid siren. Some of the children
learnt what to do if they found an unexploded bomb!

As part of our
celebration of the
solemnity of St George,
we welcomed Colonel
David Steele, Military
Knight of Windsor, to our
school assembly at St
George’s School. Colonel
Steele shared with us
his life experience and
his involvement in the
forces. We also learned a
lot about the history, the role and the responsibilities
of the Military Knights at Windsor Castle. We enjoyed
Colonel Steele’s assembly and we look forward to
welcoming him back to the school in the future.

May Fair

Year 6 French Trip
On Thursday 17th April
Year 6 set off at 7:15
to cross the channel
all the way to Maison
Claire Fontaine, near
Melzien. We arrived
there at about 7:30
and started to unpack
before having supper
which was spaghetti
bolognaise. After supper
we had time to play
before doing a puzzle about France. Inés, Lucy, Ella
and Keshni won that. We were split into 4 groups
(Yézelay, Avallon, Dijon and Epoisses). Every day after
breakfast we did different activities in our groups.
Mon activité préférée était le Parc Adventure. Then
we had lunch followed by more activities. After that
we had supper followed by our evening activity.
On Wednesday evening we visited a restaurant for
supper. MMMmmm.
On our last day we shopped for our lunch in
the market. Next we visited the caves and the
supermarket. C’était cool.
The next day we went back home to England.
Au Revoir MCF!
Martha

Expedition’s Day 30th June
The St George’s School
May Fair, organised by
our wonderful Parents’
Group was, as always,
a fantastic event. The
rain kindly held off until
the end and our pupils
clearly enjoyed visiting
the broad selection of
stalls with their vouchers.
Overall, the event raised
£1,307.87.

Space Matters!
Year 7 pupils are looking forward to hearing the
results of the exciting national investigation into the
effect of microgravity on the rocket seeds they so
carefully planted, monitored and measured during
the course of the term. Their observations have been
collated on a national database and we will hear
more about the results next term.

Year 3 had an exciting
trip to London Zoo and
saw many different
animals. The children
were amused by the
giraffes and warthogs
and were able to get
up close to a sloth. The
highlight for many was
seeing the reptiles and
walking through a forest
full of giant spiders
which scared away all
the teachers!!!
Year 4 visited Butser Ancient Farm in the South
Downs National Park where they saw the ongoing
construction of Iron Age buildings based on real sites,
crops from prehistory and rare breeds of animals.
They experienced the ancient crafts of making clay
pots, jewellery and weaving sheep’s wool with a
wooden spindle.

On 10th June we were delighted to welcome Mrs Joy
Stone, Space Ambassador, to the school. She brought
a replica of the Sokol space suit worn by Tim Peak and
fellow astronauts and explained the vital role it plays.
Some of the pupils and staff even had an opportunity
to try on the space suit!

Year 1 Visit Wellington
Country Park
Year 1 didn’t let the rain spoil their fun when they
visited Wellington Country Park on 16th June! Dressed
for the weather in anoraks and wellies, the children
tried pond dipping, hunted minibeasts and went for a
ride on the miniature train.

Rain did not stop play during Year 5’s two-day trip to
PGL! Zip Wire, Giant Swing and Powerfan were among
some of the highlights, along with an afternoon of
raft building. Although all rafts survived, the children
found it warmer to jump in the lake than being
outside in the wonderful June summer rain.

Reception Spring Walk
It was a beautiful sunny
day at the end of April,
though slightly on
the chilly side. Both
Reception classes joined
forces and went to the
Queen’s garden to look for signs of Spring. We were
so excited to see Canadian geese and their goslings.
There was lots of pretty blossom and so many
colourful bluebells. The Horse Show was being set up
and we even saw a horse and carriage.

Year 2 Trip to Henley River Coldstream Guards Visit
and Rowing Museum
We were delighted to welcome Padre Caldwell
Year 2 visited the Henley
River and Rowing
Museum in Week 7. They
explored the fascinating
galleries around the
museum, learning about
the history of Henley,
rowing and about the
creatures and plants
that live in and around
the River Thames. Some
of the day was spent in
the glorious sunshine
playing Bird Bingo,
however their favourite
part (not forgetting
lunch!) was the amazing
‘Wind and the Willows’
exhibition.

(Battalion Chaplain) and guardsmen from the
Coldstream Guards to assembly on Thursday 19th
May. The 1st Battalion, the Coldstream Guards, are
based in Windsor and they visited the children in
Years 3 to 8 to support the weekly theme of ‘Law and
Order’. Many of the children enjoyed the opportunity
to wear a real bearskin! The guardsmen who visited
us were on duty for Trooping the Colour to mark the
Queen’s official birthday in June.

Year 6 went to
Whitchurch Silk Mill, the
oldest silk mill in the
UK, to learn about the
processes involved in
making silk, from the
silk worms to weaving
and winding the various
types of silk. They took
part in a number of
different fun activities to
do with silk production.
Year 7’s trip was to
Wild Child Bushcraft
adventures in Hemel
Hempstead. They were
taught how to tie knots,
how to make a shelter,
how to build and light
a fire and how to make
bread. In the afternoon
they also did Archery
and Absailing.

House Reports
Revenge House Report
In my final year it’s been a privilege to be Head of HMS
Revenge, the pinnacle being the House Swimming
Gala in the Autumn term when we blew the rest of
the Houses out of the water! From then on it has been
plain sailing with the boys and girls pulling together
to achieve a mass of silverware. We didn’t quite walk
off with the House trophy this year, but there is always
next year to look forward to! A big thanks to Dan,
House Captain, for his efforts, especially for leading,
in his own particularly zealous style, our rendition of
‘Dancing Queen’ in the House Music competition –
another trophy on the shelf. Both Dan and I leave the
House in the very capable hands of Mrs Dewar, Charlie
and Faron.
Mr Marshall

Rodney House Report
This has been a very successful year for Rodney with Louis
P as our House Captain. In the Michaelmas term we won
House football and House tennis, came 2nd in the House
netball and 3rd in the swimming gala. In the Lent term
we won the House rowing and the House dodgeball and
came joint 2nd in the hockey. We won Senior Sports Day
with almost all the children getting a personal best in at
least one event! All the children in Rodney have worked
tremendously hard in every sporting activity for their
House and I am so proud of every single one of them.
Louis has been a fantastic House Captain this year and he
has inspired everyone with his humour and organisational
skills. Congratulations to Harry and Jemima on their
appointment as House Captain and Deputy House
Captain next year.

Enrichment Programme
These are a few of the things the Year 8s got up to during their Enrichment Programme in June:
First, there was the
fantastic week in the
South of France with Mr
Mitchell, Mr Wright and
Mr Shannon.
On 14th they enjoyed
a fantastic afternoon of
baking thanks to Jungs
Bakery in Beaconsfield.
They baked artisan bread
and were also treated
to a delicious lunch
in the restaurant. The
pupils were particularly
delighted with the enormous goody bags they
received on departure.
On 17th they visited the
McLaren Technology
Centre in Woking for a
fascinating afternoon
amongst Formula 1
and super cars. The
boys were treated
as VIP guests. After
refreshments they were
given a tour of the site, accompanied by a talk from
a member of staff. They found out about the history
of McLaren, were able to see at close quarters a
number of Formula 1 cars and discovered how finely
tuned the cars, support team and drivers must be to
maximise performance.

We had a change of
format for our annual
Leavers’ Dinner this year
and our Year 8 pupils
planned, prepared and
hosted a three-course
dinner for their parents
and teachers on 30th
June. Smoked mackerel
pâté, stuffed chicken
wrapped in Parma ham
and chocolate and
raspberry brownies with
ice-cream were just
some of the delights
they presented. We
were immensely proud
of their work and it
was great to celebrate
their many achievements at St George’s with such a
delicious meal.
We wish all our leavers well in their new schools.
“I am incredibly pleased to be going to Eton and I know,
without the teachers that taught me and the friends I
have made here, it would not have been possible.” (Finn)
“My friends and I have been at St George’s for so long it
feels like I belong here. I will miss everyone I have known
here, the school itself and all the activities it has to offer.”
(Oliver O)

Mrs Emmerson-Smith

Boarding

Victory House Report
It’s been another great year for Victory House with
consistent displays of determination, spirit and effort.
With Dileep at the helm as House Captain, we secured
a number of successful House results, the best of which
came in the form of the House Music competition
during the Lent term. In the largest and most inclusive
event of the House year, Victory achieved first place
with the whole House from Years 1 to 8 singing
‘Hakuna Matata’ from the Lion King. Pupils have been
working tirelessly throughout the year towards their
own individual House targets, and we look forward
to this effort continuing next year. Congratulations to
Camilla and James on their appointments as House
Captain and Deputy House Captain next year.
Mr Wright

Al fresco supper on the first Super Saturday

Choosing toppings
for their own pizza

Paper plane building
and racing

Fun in the pool with
inflatables

Foraging in the
undergrowth for
bugs and minibeasts!

Fun with the Beagles

Vindictive House Report
Vindictive have had another great year. We started
the year competing in tennis, netball and football and
ended the Michaelmas term with the swimming gala.
We gave our all, which was pleasing to see. The Lent
term saw us second in cross-country and dodgeball
and first place in the House hockey! We sang our
socks off with our version of ‘Don’t stop me now’ in
the House Music competition. On Sports Day I was
impressed by the great team spirit that was fostered
across both the Middle and Upper school. A huge ‘well
done’ to all the House for their tremendous efforts
all year with earning plus points, especially to those
who have reached 80 and 100 pluses - a fantastic
achievement! Finally, I would like to thank Finn for all
his work and encouragement as House Captain, and
congratulations to Grace and Will who take over as
House Captain and Deputy House Captain.
Mrs Crew

Girls enjoying pamper night at the STG Spa

Boarders have also been involved in
sponsored swimming for the Alexander
Devine charity, raising money to help build
the first children’s hospice in the area.

Music and the Performing Arts
Evening Concert - 9th May
As the only concert of the final term, many children
lent their musical talents to this uplifting evening;
the vast array of instruments, styles and different
ensembles left the audience with a true sense of the
diversity and skills that our young musicians possess.
Of particular note was The Hurricanes, a 4 piece band
of Giacomo B (piano, voice and harmonica), Oliver P
(bass), Matthew C (keyboards) and Corban S (drums);
the boys performed two numbers by Billy Joel with a
vitality and sheer love of the music that will doubtless
inspire similar ensembles to spring up. The evening
was a such a great success that there was standing
room only, and it left one with a sense of excitement
wondering just what’s possible from here on!

Choristers sing in Eton
College Chapel
On 19th May, the Choristers of St George’s Chapel
travelled across the water to join forces with the Choir
of Eton College Chapel, singing Evensong in Henry
VI’s magnificent building. As one might imagine,
with two such renowned choirs singing as one, the
congregation witnessed a service of true praise and
majesty. The luscious harmonies and mellifluous
melodies of Elgar’s celebrated anthem, Give unto the
Lord, were complemented by Noble’s stately setting
of the canticles in B minor as the choristers gave a
bloom to the sound, matched by the richness of so
many lower voices.

Ballet Show - 18th June
Our young dancers from Nursery to Year 6 were given
an opportunity to turn the steps they have studied
into something magical and exhilarating in this
year’s Ballet Show which had the theme of the Four
Seasons. They delighted the audience of parents and
friends with their performances. Thank you to Miss
Laura Longato for all her hard work in putting the
show together.

‘Smike’ at the Farrar
Theatre
The annual senior school production took place on
5th and 6th July. Based on Nicholas Nickleby, SMIKE
is the story of a modern school class whose new
teacher promotes music as the way to study Dickens.
The catchy musical numbers from the show were
expertly sung by the cast of over 100. With only 9
boys at the top of the school, this year’s show drew
lead characters from both Years 7 and 8, supported by
a chorus of Years 5 and 6; all the children worked as
true young professionals, attending to every detail.

T-Voices

Brass at St George’s
Following an inspiring visit from some Eton brass
players, a number of our pupils have started lessons
with our new brass teacher Mr Carleston. Luckily, we
had an armoury of trombones in the store room which
have shined up nicely, and been added to by a bright
battery of new trumpets. Already, the vibrant zing of
brass notes is echoing around the walls of Old Bank
House!

Choristers’ Webcast

Having shown great commitment to their singing
this year, thirteen of our Year 3 pupils now form a
new training choir ‘T-Voices’. Over the next year they
will work together learning the skills of ensemble
singing, sight-reading, and general choral discipline,
experiencing an exciting mix of musical styles. Early
rehearsals have already shown some excellent results,
and we look forward to hearing their efforts early in the
next term!

Sport
Cricket

Lacrosse

Rounders

Despite the rainy summer, we have still managed to put
on around 70 matches this term and every pupil has had
the opportunity to represent the school on a regular
basis. The 1st XI has been in fine form, with some very
impressive batting displays from Dan O.

Despite the weather, the lacrosse afternoon at
Heathfield on 11th May went ahead. The girls learnt how
to catch, throw and aim, and enjoyed being mixed into
teams with other schools. It was a great afternoon and
ended with delicious sandwiches and cakes!

Both U8 teams, in their first term of rounders, remain
unbeaten. The U9As lost only 1 match and the U9Bs
had an unbeaten season. The U10, U11 and U12 girls
teams won every single match they played. We look
forward to seeing much of the same next year!

Mini-Olympics

IAPS National Swimming
Success!

During the final week of
term, pupils in Years 3 &
4 all took part in a MiniOlympics, where they
competed for a country
in Golf, Volleyball, Rugby
7s, Fencing and Handball.
The winning country was
China, but well done to
all our young pupils for
displaying such great
Olympic Spirit. Enjoy
the games in Rio this
summer!

Middle and Upper School
Sports Day
Sports Day did not disappoint this year. Every pupil
in the school took part in an event in order to gain
points for their Houses. Over 50 personal bests were
broken and no less than nine new school records
were set. A special mention must go to the most
outstanding athletes and Victor Ludorum winners
on the day: Ben D, Sasha R, Thomas D, Freya W,
Thea A, Inés GU and James R. When the scores were
combined, Revenge prevailed as overall winners –
those secret training sessions from Mr Marshall really
did pay off!

On 7th May Dan O and Camilla P travelled to the
K2 Arena in Crawley for the National Finals of the
IAPS swimming. They had qualified through regional
rounds and were placed in the top 16 swimmers
for their age group. They were up against some
formidable opposition from schools throughout the
country and swam faster in the finals than they had
in the qualifying rounds. Congratulations to them
both for excellent swims: Camilla came 9th in the U12
50m breaststroke and Dan was 11th in the U13 25m
butterfly.

IAPS National Fencing

ISFA Girls Football

Eight St George’s fencers
made the long journey
to Millfield School
for the IAPS Fencing
championships on 15th
May. This competition
attracts many of the best
young fencers in the
country and all of our
entrants won matches in the pool rounds. Nina G and
Jayden G both gained a bronze medal for making it to
the quarter finals. Tom D was the standout fencer of
the weekend, finishing 3rd and receiving a beautiful
trophy to take home and keep.

On 20th May our U11 girls played in the South East
Regional tournament for Independent Schools at
Ardingly College. Of the six matches played, they
drew three of them, won one and narrowly lost the
other two, finishing 5th out of 7 teams. This was an
excellent start of something new at St George’s.!

London Prep Schools
England vs Sri Lanka!
Regional Athletics Qualifier On Saturday 11th June, 32 children from Years 5 – 8
On 13th June St Georges attended the 47th annual
London Prep School athletics meet at Thames Valley
Athletics Centre. The school, as usual, had a range
of boy and girl athletes representing Years 5-8. All
athletes had done extremely well just to qualify
but noteworthy performances from the day were
Giacomo B, Inés GU, Amarise B, James R, Lottie D
and Lucy B. The outstanding results on the day came
from Thomas D and Lottie D: Thomas came 1st in the
800m, running a new event record by over 3 seconds
and Lottie came 1st in the 1500m race and as a result,
qualified for the nationals in Birmingham in July. Inés’s
2nd place in the 200m was also enough to see her
chosen to represent London schools in Birmingham.

enjoyed a feast of international cricket at Lord’s where
England were playing Sri Lanka on the 3rd Day of the
test match. They saw some of the world’s best players
in action: Stuart Broad and James Anderson were in
fine form, taking two wickets apiece. It was a very
memorable day for all concerned!

Athletics Meeting vs
Dolphin School
During the first half of term, we welcomed Dolphin
School to Home Park Private for our annual athletics
meeting. 30 pupils from Years 3-8 competed in three
age group categories (U9, U11, U13) with each athlete
performing in seven events. St George’s won all three
age group categories and finished with a combined
points total of 770 compared to Dolphin’s 561,
enabling St George’s to retain the trophy.

National Prep Schools
Athletics Competition –
Birmingham
On 4th July Lottie D and Inés GU travelled to
Alexander Stadium in Birmingham to take part in the
National Independent Schools Athletics Finals. Lottie
competed in the 1500m and came 6th out of 21 U12
girls. Inés competed in the 200m coming 6th out of
18 U12 girls, gaining a place in the 200m final. The
competition in the 1500m and 200m was fierce and
Lottie was rather surprised to be elbowed and spiked
during the race. Both girls represented St George’s
well and achieved personal bests, a truly fantastic
effort.

