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Newsletter
he end of another academic year has arrived
and what a most successful Trinity term this
has been. As I write this introduction, it is
quite staggering to look back on the many
achievements of the pupils over the past eleven
weeks!
Our year 8 pupils achieved some of the best
Common Entrance results for many years and I
congratulate them on their record of excellence. I
also express my sincere thanks to my colleagues
who prepared them so well for these challenging
exams. We wish all our year 8 leavers and those
pupils in other years who are leaving St George’s at

Summer 2017
the end of this term, every possible success in their
respective senior schools.
There have been so many highlights this term. The
under 11 boy’s six a side football team became the
ISFA National champions – a feat never before
achieved by a boys sports team at St George’s; the
production of ‘Pandemonium’ at the Farrer Theatre
was a tremendous success and the first class Gala
Concert in St George’s Chapel served to confirm the
musical excellence of the school.

‘in action’ in this publication. It is people who
establish and sustain the ethos of a school on a
daily basis and this Trinity term newsletter serves to
confirm that the true spirit of St George’s School
remains sure and steadfast.
I wish you and your families a very enjoyable and
relaxing summer holiday.
Chris McDade
Head Master

I hope you will enjoy browsing through the articles
and looking at the photographs of the children
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Lower School
Dance Workshop

Years 1, 2 and 3 had an exhilarating and entertaining workout when an instructor from Perform UK
came to give them a dance workshop.

Teddy Bears Picnic

Guide Dogs Visit Nursery

Djembe Workshop

The children in morning and afternoon Nursery
had decided to sponsor a guide dog, so they were
very excited when Teal and Tessa, two working
dogs, came to visit them with Kate, David and
Lynne from Guide Dogs. They also had great fun
practising for Sports Day.

Children in the Lower School were given an
energetic introduction to African music when they
all had an opportunity to play a djembe. They learnt
how the three basic sounds - bass, tone, and slap –
are produced by striking the drum in various ways.
At the end of each workshop session they had
learnt to work as an ensemble, enthusiastically
playing a traditional piece of music.

Bear Dog Outdoor Centre

Reception had a wonderful day at Woolley Firs.
They took their teddy bears and met wild teddies
in the woods. They went on a food hunt, looking
for bugs and made a shelter out of branches,
twigs and leaves. They loved having a picnic with
their bears. What a fun day!

Year 3 had a fantastic day at Bear Dog Outdoor
Centre where they learnt to build shelters and
cook sausages on an open fire. The afternoon
began with treasure hunts, rope bridges and
blow darting. Not only did the children have a
great time they also learnt some invaluable skills!

Year 8 Leavers

Being in Year 8 has been far from what I had imagined
it to be. I have been in my tenth year at St George’s
and it is like a second home to me. When I was younger
I always looked up to those at the top of the school and
thought one day I’d be there. Now I am, I am thoroughly
enjoying it.
Years 7 and 8 are a big step up from being lower down
in the school. In Year 8 you are given responsibilities,
such as prefect duties, being head of sports teams and
being allowed to mentor the younger years – that’s the
‘
best part. You are also given more independence
and
more say in decisions made, for example by the Pupil
Council. I have also enjoyed getting the main parts in
school plays and all the clubs and activities. There are
also some great school trips, such as the week in
France in Year 6, a day at Bray Lake in Year 7 and the
big enrichment programme at the end of this year, when
all Year 8 go to the South of France
for a week.
Camilla

Jump Rope for Heart

Upper School
Rocks & Fossils Workshop
Children in Years 4 and 7
became fossil detectives
and dinosaur hunters at the
Rocks & Fossils workshop.
They had the chance to
handle fossils believed to be
500 million years old. The
range of rocks was amazing,
from Obsidian to Fools
Gold.

Year 5 PGL

Warwick Castle
There were lots of things for Year 6 to do at Warwick Castle, including
exploring the battlements, towers and turrets and watching a spectacular
birds of prey display. It was a fascinating way to learn about medieval
times.

The sun was shining this year for the Year 5 as they
went on their PGL adventure to Merchants Hill. The
children had a wonderful time completing a wide
range of outdoor challenges and team-building
exercises. The activities included raft building (with
some children ending up swimming in the lake!),
zip wire, trapeze/leap of faith, rifle shooting and,
one of the favourites, the giant swing. Some tired
but very happy children made it back to St
George’s, full of excitement and a greater belief in
what they are capable of achieving.

Craggy Island

Choristers
The choristers packed a lot into their short tour to Haarlem in the Netherlands. As
well as singing in a fabulous concert at St Bavo’s Cathedral, where they received a
standing ovation, they also sang Mass on Sunday, visited the Ten Boom Museum
and were given a behind-the-scenes tour of the Cathedral.
At the end of May we celebrated the surplicing of three probationers - Alexios, Carl
and Leo. The boys received their surplices in front of family and friends on Sunday
evening during Evensong.

Year 7 had an introduction to
rock climbing when they had a
day at Craggy Island Indoor Rock
Climbing Centre. It was
challenging, but brilliant fun!

School In a Bag
Our House charity this year has
been ‘School in a Bag’, an
organisation which supports poor,
orphaned, vulnerable, and
disaster-affected children
throughout the world. Each school
bag is filled with stationery,
learning resources and eating
utensils that will enable a child to
write, draw, colour, calculate,
express themselves and above all
learn. We are pleased to have been
able to contribute 69 bags this
year.

Gala Concert in St George’s Chapel

For perhaps the first time in the school’s long and
proud history, 150 musicians from both the School
and Chapel combined to produce an impressive
and moving evening of music. A packed audience
of parents, pupils and friends were treated to a
variety of choral items, interspersed with
instrumental solos and ensembles, demonstrating
the quality and depth of music making at St
George’s. Thank you to all the performers and to
James Wilkinson and James Vivian, Directors of
Music of the School and Chapel, for presenting
such an outstanding concert.

Summer Production

This year’s senior production, Pandemonium’ was a
triumph! Both performances of this very amusing
‘Greek Myth-adventure’ delighted and entertained
packed audiences in the Farrer Theatre. Pandemonium – noun, meaning uproar; uproar – noun,
meaning an outburst of noise and excitement. We
certainly caused uproar with our excited shouts of
approval! Many congratulations to the cast, crew
and the production team, especially Musical
Director James Wilkinson and Director Rachel
Gibbons for such a splendid offering of musical
theatre.

Trinity Term Sports Report
It has been a year of unprecedented sporting success, with a record number of fixtures played and many outstanding achievements at national level.

Cricket, Rounders & Tennis

Sports Day

With kind weather this term, a full programme of
rounders and cricket fixtures has taken place. Every
pupil from Year 3 – 8 has been involved in regular
matches against other schools or in tournaments.
Our ‘St George’s Dragons’ were delighted with a
2nd place finish at Bishopsgate’s cricket sixes
tournament and our tennis team have been
hugely successful in fixtures versus Lambrook and
Bishopsgate. Many congratulations also go to our
U8A cricket team, who have remained unbeaten
this term.
It was wonderful to see Nursery and Reception
children taking part in some entertaining races in
front of fantastic support from parents and friends,
and Years 1 and 2 took on a carousel of events on
Home Park. Years 3 - 8 donned their new house
shirts to compete in this most prestigious house
event of the year. 12 new school records were set
and Revenge triumphed as the overall winners of
the day.

Athletics
U11 Football-National Champions
After qualifying through the Berks, Bucks and Oxon
regional event, our Colts As travelled to the ISFA
National Football Finals at St George’s Park. Playing
on carpet-like pitches, they overcame fierce
opposition and a semi-final penalty shoot-out to
beat the renowned footballing school Whitgift 2-0
in the final. A brilliant achievement!.

Our athletes have enjoyed much success this term, with our ‘tremendous trio’, Lottie, Thomas and Henry,
coming first in their events in the IAPS London Area Athletics. In the National Finals, competing against the
best athletes from each region of the country, Thomas came 2nd in the U11 1500m, Henry 2nd in the U11
hurdles, and Lottie 1st in the U12 1500m; exceptional performances!

IAPS National Fencing

IAPS National Swimming Success!

Our eight fencers - Matthew, Jude, Ben, Gabby,
Nina, Radley, Immy and Sophie competed at a very
high standard against some fierce competition.
Immy and Sophie were the stars of the weekend,
finishing 7th and 3rd respectively.

Congratulations to Camilla for representing our
school so well in the IAPS National Swimming
Finals. She qualified through regional rounds,
which placed her in the top 16 swimmers in the
country for her age group!

