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he Christmas lights are up in the corridor; ‘Sid’ 
the snowman (so named by the younger 
pupils!) twinkles away on the dining room 

roof and, as I write this section of the winter 
newsletter, the catering staff are about to serve over 
350 Christmas lunches! Here we are in the throes of 
another Festive season!

As a school community we have, once again, 
enjoyed an incredibly successful term. The children 
have been very busy in producing academic work of 
the highest order; they have taken part in a vast 
array of co-curricular activities; they have been 
involved in rehearsals for services, concerts and 
nativity productions as well as in the various House
events that have taken place.

 The Choristers are in the middle of their busiest 
period of the year (two Festivo concerts, a charity 
concert in London and five Christmas services to 
sing); the youngest of our children are looking 
forward to a visit from Santa’s reindeer on the last 
day of term and our older pupils are gearing up to 
perform in ‘`St George’s Got Talent’.

You will glean from both the articles and pictures in 
this term’s newsletter that the pupils at St George’s 
are quite remarkable. Each day I continue to be 
impressed with their energy, commitment and 
stamina as well as by their loyalty to THEIR school. 
Equally, I pay tribute to all my colleagues whose 
unfailing commitment to St George’s and to its
pupils enables the children to thrive and develop in

this very special school community. May I also say a 
very big ‘thank you’ to all the administration, 
maintenance, catering and support staff whose 
tireless efforts and daily endeavours support the 
whole community. Finally, a big ‘thank you to all 
parents, especially the members of the Parents’ 
Group, for your support and encouragement this 
term.

Louise, the children and I wish you all a very happy, 
joyous and peaceful Christmas season and we send 
you our warmest best wishes for the New Year.

Joyeux Noël et Bon Année.
Chris McDade

ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL
WINDSOR CASTLE



Trips and Events

THE DAILY DHANDA

MCDADE GOES M
ASAI

�ere was a buzz of excitement in the usually quiet corridors 

of St George’s School last Monday. �ere were special visitors 

to assembly – a group of Masai warriors. It w
as incredible that 

they could kill a lion with just one spear. All of them wore tonnes 

of jewellery, even the men. Mr McDade was asked to join in their

jumping dance. I haven’t spoken to him because he is still 

recovering.

From our own roving reporter, Asees D – Year 5

The Victorian Schoolroom

In the first half of the term we went to the Victorian schoolroom. The boys had to 
wear waistcoats and the girls wore dresses. While the boys did technical drawings, 
the girls went off and did sewing.  We went around the museum in groups and 
marked off objects on our worksheet. Finally, we went to the shop and spent our 
£5 on something from the Victorian era.

James H – Year 4

Year 6 went on a science trip to Winchester. In the 

Planetarium we explored the planets Earth, Mars and 

Uranus, and saw some mini galaxies and a black hole. After 

lunch we had a competition about who could build the 

tallest tower. Seven groups were in a room building the base 

and seven other groups were outside building the top half of 

the building. There would be number 1 group in the room 

and a number 1 outside the room and so on. We weren’t 

allowed to talk to our matching group inside and if we did 

then a man named Bill would come and destroy our tower, 

which really got on our nerves. It was an educational and 

fun day.Marni P - Year 6

Winchester Science Centre & Planetarium

I came to school dressed up as a pharaoh. I wore a 

pharaoh hat with a cobra on top. In the Victoria there 

were lots of tables around us and some of our friends 

mums and dads were on the table dressed up. Every 

table was an activity. Jaiden
Year - 3

My favourite activity was the soap carving 

where you could carve an animal. My next 

favourite was making mummies. You got a peg 

and wrapped some bandages around it then 

you put mixed spices on the bandages.

Leah
Year - 3

After lunch we had a banquet. There were 

bread sticks, grapes, slices of apple and 

water to eat and drink. Next we watched 

two plays. One play was about Osiris and 

his brother Seth cutting Osiris into 14 

pieces!

Alexander

Year - 3

Egyptian Day

STUDY SKILLS WORKSHOP

This term Years 7 & 8 had an Elevate Education 

session with a recently graduated student named 

Jaya. He was very funny and could really relate to 

problems that we might have had with memorising 

and revision. The session was very helpful and 

everyone could definitely say that they enjoyed it. 

The only negative thing was that it could have been 

a bit longer! The skills we have been taught will be 

useful in future studies.

Lisa D and Maria H - Year 8



Christmas at St George’s



St George’s Got Talent

Merry Christmas from the Parents’ Group

The Parents’ Group is a small team of parent volunteers who organise a 

calendar of events each year, bringing everyone together to have fun and 

raise money for charity and school projects. In 2016/17, a host of 

successful events took place, with record-breaking profits achieved, and 

we’re already on target this year to break that record, having raised £2822 

so far from the November quiz, the Christmas fair and Christmas card 

sales. The 2016/17 activities enabled the group to donate £9000 towards 

the extension of the play equipment on Chapter Lawn and £1000 to the 

‘School in a Bag’ charity. The second-hand uniform shop raised around 

£4500, which was used to revamp the long jump.

 
We are a fun and inclusive team and are always looking for new ideas! If 

anyone fancies getting involved, then we would love to hear from you – 

please email stgeorgesparents@hotmail.com. 2018 promises to be full of 

fun events, with our next quiz scheduled for 10th March, the May Fair on 

19th May and the infamous summer party on 30th June. Get the 

babysitters booked early, as we’re looking forward to partying with you!



Take Five (Teachers!)

Some interesting facts about �ve talented members of our Music Department

Neil Cartwright – Piano and Composing

Neil has always loved music, and started learning to play piano at the age of four (too early in his opinion!). He went on 
be a cathedral chorister and started his own piano teaching club when he was 14. He is very interested in football and 
watched with envy as one of his school friends went on to play as a regular for Liverpool FC with Kenny Dalglish! 

Neil has worked all over the South of England and in Switzerland. Back in the 1990s he loved watching the BBC's 
Natural World and made a huge effort to find and meet the team who created it for the Natural History Unit at BBC 
Bristol. He wrote his first score for them in 2000 and received a BAFTA nomination with them in 2005! He still works 
there on a regular basis and his latest TV opus is three hours of music for a special Countryfile mini-series on The Queen 
coming to BBC1 in 2018. 

Neil says: “I love the combination of stretching my skills by composing for TV alongside empowering the next genera-
tion of musicians. It's a privilege to work with the younger generation - something I've continued to do continuously 
since those very early lessons. We have great fun, we practise, we make progress - in that order! His favourite strapline is 
“We are only limited by our imagination…”.

Liz van Mens - Violin (left) 
 
Liz started learning the violin when she was 5 because she liked the sound.  As 
well as teaching, she plays with various orchestras and ensembles such as the 
London Mozart Players and has done many string quartet concerts with Miss 
Whale, our ‘cello teacher. She was once playing on Top of the Pops at the same 
time as the Spice Girls!

Jamie Cordell – Voice, Piano and Conducting (Right) 

This Christmas, Jamie can be found in Panto at the Barn Theatre in Oxted – not 
as the Pantomime Dame, we hasten to add, but in the pit as Musical Director!  
When not at St George’s (or sitting on the M25 travelling in from his home in 
West Sussex), he is often found in the pit of various theatres directing shows.  
Particular favourites have been Sunset Boulevard, Les Miserables and Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels, to name but a few.  Before life at St George’s, he travelled the 
world working on cruise ships, owned a chain of theatre schools and a music 
shop!

Laurence Frankel – Oboe and Piano

Laurence Frankel studied at the Leeds School of Music, the Royal Academy of Music and the Guildhall School of 
Music. He was a finalist in the first Shell-London Symphony Orchestra Competition and performed the Mozart 
Oboe Concerto in Leeds, Manchester and London. After postgraduate studies in France and Germany, he was 
appointed Principal Oboe in the Iceland Symphony Orchestra and two years later, Principal Oboe in the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra. He performed in all the major cities in Australia and toured Hong Kong and 
China. He has also performed concertos and chamber music in France, Germany, Holland and Austria. After 
many years as Woodwind Co-ordinator for the Windsor Music Centre, Laurence resumed a free-lance career as 
an oboist, accompanist, ballet repetiteur, composer and teacher.  

Laurence was pleased when a St George’s pupil told him recently how much she was looking forward to 
starting lessons with him. His pleasure was somewhat tempered, however, when she went on to say that it was 
because he had taught her mother.

Tony Whennell – Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone

Tony Whennell studied music at the Royal Military School of Music and joined The Royal Horse Guards (The Blues) 
in 1965. Thanks to his training in equitation, he is probably the only one of our teachers who can ride and play an 
instrument at the same time! 

Tony played at many Court and State occasions including Trooping the Colour, Beating the Retreat on 
Horseguards Parade and the Garter Ceremony here at Windsor. Since retiring from service, he has been self-em-
ployed as a peripatetic teacher and has played and recorded with various well-known orchestras on the radio and 
TV. He played at the pantomime at Windsor Theatre Royal for 20 years. He has his own band and loves to play jazz 
whenever the opportunity arises!

Tony says, “I teach music for various reasons, but more importantly because I feel an obligation to pass on some of 
the skills which have afforded me such tremendous enjoyment and satisfaction.” He is a very nice man too!



Michaelmas Term Sports Report

We expect a lot from our pupils on the sports field and 
once again, they have not disappointed. Their 
enthusiasm is a key reason why we have been able to 
play in no less than165 football matches, 10 football 
tournaments, 40 hockey matches, 35 netball matches, 2 
netball tournaments, several swimming galas, a golf 
competition and numerous House events all in the 
space of 12 weeks! 

Early in the term, our girls played outstandingly well to 
win the Marist U10 netball tournament. The 1st XI 
football team were unbeaten in their 12 Wednesday 
matches and won the St Neot’s and the Bishopsgate 
tournaments. In October, St George’s hosted its biggest 
tournament to date, attended by 23 U10 teams (over 
200 players!) from local prep schools. Our team of Year 
5s emerged as joint winners with Royal Russell School. 

Every pupil in Years 3 – 8 has taken part in a House 
event. A record number of pupils took part in our 
swimming gala at Eton, where Revenge claimed the 
overall trophy. Victory captured House football for 2017 
and Revenge were victorious in House netball. 

We continue to evaluate our curriculum and 
introduced table tennis this term. The hockey 
programme has continued to grow with girls playing 
regular fixtures to improve their key skills. The boys will 
have a short block of hockey in March and the girls will 
play more lacrosse. The hugely popular Evolution 
Triathlon Club has been teaching our junior triathletes 
to swim, cycle and run. 

We work hard to provide opportunities for our pupils to 
play competitively, be part of a team, embrace a variety 
of sports and learn the benefits of a life enriched by 
physical activity. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank parents for their support and motivation, come 
rain or sunshine, without whom our busy programme 
would not be possible.

Henry Mitchell 
Director of Sport


