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Newsletter
s we celebrate the completion of another
school year, with all its fine achievements
and successes, I would like to highlight
some of the special occasions and achievements
which have occurred along the way.
Having spent the last few weeks reading reports, I
can say with some authority that your children have
been working hard this year and applying
themselves well to their academic studies.
We are very proud of the achievements of all our
senior leavers who have worked hard to gain entry
to a wide range of senior schools.

Summer 2018
Year 8 destinations include Eton, Bradfield,
Marlborough, Rugby, Stowe, Sir William Perkins’ s
School, ACS Egham, Holyport and Windsor Boys’ and
Windsor Girls’ Schools. Our Year 6 leavers will be
going to Reading Blue Coat School, Hampton
School, St George’s Ascot, Sir William Perkins’s
School, Leighton Park, Heathfield, The Marist School,
St George’s Weybridge, Shiplake, Claires Court,
Wycombe High School, Charters School, Eagle
House and St Peter’s Middle School. Whether they
are moving on at 11 or 13, all of these pupils can
feel proud of all they have achieved during their
time with us, and we wish them nothing but
success and happiness in their new school
environments.

St. George’s School, Windsor Castle, Berkshire SL4 1QF
Telephone: 01753 836530
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It has been a tremendous year for sport, as outlined
on the Sports page. Once again, our pupils have
punched well above their weight. We need to say a
big thank you to parents who have turned out in all
manner of weather conditions to support their
children – it means a great deal to them! Besides
the major sports, our ambitious activities programme
has continued to flourish, and we are always looking
for new opportunities to offer our pupils! Fencing
has continued to thrive, the Triathlon Club has an
enthusiastic following and water sports on Bray Lake
each Friday evening has proved to be very popular.
This term, older pupils have been able to abandon
their rowing machines and take to the water at the
Jubilee River Rowing Club.
Continued...

...Continued
Music and the Performing Arts have been well to the fore. An ever-increasing number of children are taking up musical instruments, and the school corridors
echo each morning, lunchtime and after school to the sound of singing! The Gala Concert was a memorable occasion and the School Show in the Farrer
Theatre has given all the children between Years 3 and 8 the opportunity to display their many talents; a fitting reward for all the hours of rehearsal they have
put in. We are very proud of our Choristers, who have been in the spotlight, singing at the Royal Maundy Service, on Good Friday and on Easter Day in the
presence of Her Majesty The Queen and at the Royal Wedding in May. Pupils in the top three years were also fortunate in being able to share in the Royal
Wedding festivities.
We say farewell to Mrs Gibbons and Mrs McDade; we wish them well in their future careers. Mrs Douglas will also be leaving this week to go on a year’s
maternity leave, and we wish her all the best for the happy event in September!
In January the next exciting stage in the school’s future begins with the arrival of William Goldsmith, our new Head Master. Mr Goldsmith brings energy,
enthusiasm and much useful experience of working in very similar schools. He understands our ethos and has well-developed views of what needs to be done
to return St George’s to its position as the pre-eminent prep school in the area. He will be with us for two meetings in the autumn term; details are in the new
calendar.
Interesting times lie ahead in the world of education. As the debate between a skills-based and a knowledge-based curriculum gathers momentum, we have
a tremendous opportunity at St George’s to position ourselves at the forefront of teaching and learning. We will be looking very carefully at our curriculum
across the age range to implement a logical, progressive and exciting programme which gives our pupils a well-rounded, balanced and comprehensive
education. The decisions we take with regards to our curriculum will not only be made to provide a seamless transition to leading senior schools, but also to
ensure that our children leave us as dynamic problem solvers, willing and able to meet the challenges life throws at them, in a future where creativity,
innovation, initiative, entrepreneurship and commitment to continuous learning are as important as knowledge.
Of equal importance is that St George’s remains a school of joy, wonder, excitement and enchantment, where through kindness, consideration and generosity
of spirit, the children get the very best out of themselves and those around them.
With best wishes to all our families for a well-earned summer break.

New full-day KINDERGARTEN
opening in September 2018
Weekly sessions of
swimming, French
and music
Happy and vibrant
learning environment
Spacious classrooms
Dedicated outside
play area and Lower
School library

Have you ever thought about
FLEXIBOARDING?
An opportunity to
develop independence,
experience boarding
and spend time with
friends
An exciting range of
mid-week activities
from spa nights to visits
from falconry display
teams
After school access to
the library, computers
and assistance with
homework from
teaching staff
An alternative to the
school run or a
babysitter when you
have work or social
commitments

Open morning Friday 21 September

Available from Sunday-Thursday
to girls and boys in Years 4-8

Reflections from some of our Year 8 leavers
St George’s has helped me grow as a
person and helped to unlock my talents. The teachers
have guided me through all the obstacles I’ve faced and not just
the ones in the obstacle course on Sports Day. They have truly helped
me accomplish more than I could have hoped for. Thank you to the Year
8 form teachers for helping me and supporting me through my final
year, for dealing with “Martha stress” for exams and for really
making Year 8 the best year possible! Martha P
Head Girl

As I
move on to my senior
school I look forward to new
opportunities and will continue to grow
from my solid foundation from St George’s. I
will soon be preparing for GCSE and I know
already some of the subjects I will be doing
as my teachers have led me to love
these subjects.
Lisa D

As I
enter my last few days, I have
reflected on all the wonderful
opportunities I have enjoyed. I have done judo,
tennis, dodgeball, rowing, water sports, athletics,
rugby, hockey, football and cricket. I have taken music
exams in the ‘cello, trombone, piano and singing. I have been
on a choir tour to Poland, a football tour to Barcelona, and on
Friday I returned from an activity holiday in the Italian Alps. I am
not an exceptional pupil, all of my peers have done an equally
wide range of activities. I have not been the best at any of
these things, but it hasn’t mattered, and that is the lovely
thing about this school. You are encouraged to have a
go and try your best. We are so lucky!
Max G
Head Boy
I'm
very happy that this
year has been so exciting
and has given me so many
opportunities.
Joshua T

I have
enjoyed being at this school with
a lot of great friends. This year, my favourite
part has been the Italy trip. Even though we have
had the pressure of the CE exams, it has
probably been the best year.

I have
enjoyed my time at St
George's, making friends and
doing things that I thought I would
never do. I have been so happy and
feel lucky to have been at this school,
but it is time to move on.

Caylan V

Charlie S
I have
enjoyed my last year at St
George’s thoroughly and must say
that I am pleased with every one of my
reports. I will miss St George’s so much. This
school has always been a part of my life and
always will be. I will miss all my friends and
teachers and wish them luck in the
future.
Maria H

I have
really enjoyed my time
at St George’s. I feel that I
believe in myself a lot more and
realise what I am capable of. I will
miss the school and will
never forget it.
Lottie D

This year
has been a fantastic way to finish an
important part of our education. With Common
Entrance, having loomed upon us for one to two years
now finished, we are given the chance to focus on new things
like the school play and other arts. This year has helped me highly
enrich my organisation, as well as my mindset, when under stress
and pressure. I am looking forward to Eton, but will highly miss the
time I had at this school. It has been a wonderful journey.
Archie P

I have
really enjoyed my last year
at St George’s. I have mostly enjoyed
the companionship of my friends and all
the memories I have made with them will
stay with me forever. I will also miss all my
teachers for always encouraging me to do
my best in all subjects and never giving
up on me when I gave up on
myself. Amarise B

Charitable Giving
Well done to pupils in the Boarding House, who have raised £225 so far this term for the Children’s Critical Care Unit at Wexham Park Hospital by devising an
extraordinary number of ways to travel round the Triangle.
The charities who have benefited from the School’s donations this year are Macmillan Cancer Support, Children in Need, Jump Rope for Heart (British Heart
Foundation), Sport Relief, School in a Bag, Guide Dogs and Thames Hospice. The total, together with the funds raised by the Parents’ Group, is in excess of
£9000.

What’s going on in Maths?
In the Lower School this year, the Oxford University
Press Inspire Maths programme has been
introduced for maths teaching in Years 1 and 2. The
programme is based on the methods used in
Singapore schools, where students have
consistently outperformed those in other countries,
including the UK.
The method begins by allowing children to start
learning about maths by playing with real objects,
blocks or cut-out pictures which they can line up in
a row. They build confidence with the basic ideas of
adding and taking away. There is then a second
stage of drawing pictures representing the objects.
Only later do they start to add numbers to their
drawings. Children gradually learn to think
mathematically as opposed to reciting formulas
they don’t understand.
The programme has been very successful and will
be continued into Year 3 next term.

In the Upper School we have invested in new
textbooks, which are very well differentiated and
robust, allowing us to stretch and challenge every
pupil. Alongside this, we have implemented a new
scheme of work, starting from Year 4 upwards.
We have invested in a new website called
Conquermaths, where pupils can login and
complete set prep. They can also use the website to
watch videos before attempting the accompanying
diagnostic questions. The videos can be paused,
stopped and rewound, which means that pupils
can control the pace, going back over something
they missed or didn’t quite get.
This term we introduced a new Maths Puzzle of the
Week, which goes out to all form tutors for Monday
morning. Pupils that attempt the puzzle give their
solutions to Mrs Padam and the winners are
announced on Friday, during assembly, where they
are awarded certificates.
Four Year 6 pupils attended the UKMT Maths
challenge in Woking and acquitted themselves very
well.

Mission to Mars
To celebrate the launch of NASA’s InSight Lander,
which will land on Mars in November 26th, pupils in
Years 4 to 8 took part in a competition to design a
Mission patch. The space lander is carrying the
name of St George’s School.

Bear Dog Outdoor Centre

Wellington Country Park

Lower School Trips
Woolley Firs

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

Gala Concert in St George’s Chapel
Seeing and hearing many of our musicians perform an exciting and complex repertoire has become an increasingly regular occurrence at St George’s, but this
year’s Gala Concert took things to a wholly different level. Welcoming Onyx Brass, an internationally renowned ensemble, to support our young musicians,
allowed them to explore a new world of music-making; improvising C-Jam Blues with jazz professionals, singing John Rutter’s large-scale choral work, Gloria,
with orchestral accompaniment and serenading the audience with the coronation anthem I Was Glad made for a truly memorable evening. Our young
instrumentalists and scholars showed off their talents too in small ensemble pieces. The story of Samson and Delilah was sung to us by Years 3–5, who were
then joined by all the other 120 musicians at the end of the concert, as they lifted the spirits with You Raise Me Up. Bravo children – outstanding!

The end-of-year production at St George’s is always something to look forward to, and Curtain Up at Eton’s Farrer Theatre was no exception. This year, every girl
and boy from Years 3 to Year 8 had an opportunity to play a part in the production.
The musical extravaganza began with an upbeat New York, New York sung by Years 5 – 8, followed by a distinctive rendition of Wilkommen from Archie P and
Emeka A. Pupils in Years 6 – 8 performed vivaciously as the orphans in Annie Kids, with Martha P as the hard-hearted Miss Hannigan. Gabby B sang beautifully
as Annie herself and charmed the audience. Closing this half of the performance, the theatre resounded with songs from Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. Nicholas P was excellent as the narrator and Emeka A put his own highly musical spin on the role of Joseph.
After the Interval, Year 8 performed Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations, which had the audience in stitches, and Years 3 and 4 delighted with music from Pure
Imagination. In Matilda the Musical pupils in Years 5 – 8 blew the audience away with the strength of their performance. Who could forget Archie P as the
formidable Miss Trunchball and Keiran E, as Bruce, stuffing his face with chocolate cake? Lucy played the part of Matilda with great confidence and panache.
After all the hard work and rehearsaIs, it was a splendid way to end the term and an evening that everyone will remember for a long time.

...and behind the scenes

Trinity Term Sports Report
The curtain has fallen on a scorching summer of St George’s sport and what a term it has been! Much like the England football team in Russia, our pupils have
continued to surpass expectations and have excelled on a local, regional and even national level. As a department, our aim is to provide our pupils with a breadth
of opportunities with high quality teaching and above all, to make sure our pupils love being involved in sport.
Cricket, Rounders and Tennis: This sizzling summer has been a treat, with only one match cancelled due to rain and our pupils have played in over 100 rounders
and cricket matches. There have been some excellent performances and every pupil in Years 3-8 has represented the school. The U9A cricket team has shown
great potential, remaining unbeaten for the second year running. The 1st XI have lost more than they have won, but there have been some brilliant individual
bowling and batting performances. Some strong bowling performances from Nicholas P and some Captain’s Innings from Charlie T have been important
contributions for this team.
There have been some wonderful results in rounders. The senior girls remain unbeaten, and the remaining teams have had a majority of wins. It has been lovely to
see the Year 3 girls picking up the game so quickly and learning to work as a team. The season ended with some excellent Parent v Pupil matches and the girls
were able to show their excellent fielding skills by preventing their parents from winning - well done! Girls' cricket has proved a welcome addition to the
curriculum, with the senior girls taking part in the first matches. Our girls have shown that they can transfer their skills across the sports with some excellent
bowling and fielding.
Our tennis team have been involved in matches v Bishopsgate and Lambrook, including a match on the fantastic grass courts on Home Park, and Years 3-5 have
enjoyed tennis afternoons at Eton College. Year 5 girls visited Heathfield School for a lacrosse afternoon to consolidate what they had been taught in their lessons
during the spring term.
Sports Days: During the last few weeks there have been no less than five Sports Days for children from Nursery to Year 8. The Nursery had practised with real
enthusiasm for their first Sports Day. The horse race was as popular as ever and it was quite a sight to see them sprinting on their horses! Reception children
enjoyed a variety of races such as sprint, the London race, which involved wearing a police hat and waving a Union Jack, a doctor's race and a bean bag race. The
highlight for many was watching highly competitive parents taking part - many more fell in that race than in any of the children's races! Year 1 and 2 enjoyed a
carousel of races and events on Home Park Private. The children enjoyed the slightly more competitive edge although a highlight was the inter-house obstacle
race with the parents fielding their own team.
In Years 3-5 and Years 6-8, pupils are challenged to improve their personal bests. 84% of pupils surpassed their PBs on Sports Day, which was fantastic to see. There
were no less than 11 new school records which is testimony to the terrific levels our pupils are achieving. Revenge emerged as the 2018 Sports Day winners by
the smallest of margins. Whilst everyone enjoys winning races and medals, it gives me a far greater sense of pride to see pupils encouraging, consoling and
congratulating one another, whether in victory or defeat. It was a delight to see this superb sportsmanship enriching all of our Sports Days, whether pupils were
speeding through the seaside race in Nursery or taking on the gruelling 800m in Year 8.
IAPS National Swimming: After his impressive time in last term’s qualifying round, Jamie P was selected to compete in the IAPS National Swimming Finals at the
London Aquatic Centre in the Olympic Park. Jamie certainly lived up to his prestigious surroundings, coming 5th in the 25m Butterfly Final; an outstanding
performance at a national level – very well done Jamie!
IAPS National Fencing: A cohort of our finest fencers travelled to Millfield School earlier this term for the IAPS National Fencing Championships. Nina G, Sophie D,
Gabby B, Radley H and Jimmy N performed tremendously on the day and our coach was extremely impressed with their performance and conduct. For our
fencers to compete at such a high standard based on only one training session per week is very impressive.
IAPS Table Tennis: This year we have added table tennis to our curriculum. Following some hard work in lessons and lunchtime clubs, Ben D, Tristan UI and Patrick
G from Year 6 were chosen to represent the school in the IAPS National Tournament at Edge Grove School. After many very competitive matches and some
thrilling rallies, they narrowly missed out on places in the knock-out rounds. All three equipped themselves well and we look forward to taking a bigger squad to
next year’s tournament.
Athletics: There have been some stand-out athletics performances this term. After a dazzling cross-country season, Lottie D has continued her fine form on the
track. After winning the Windsor and Maidenhead District Schools Championships, she went on to win the County Schools Championships and will now compete
in the 1500m at the National finals after the end of term. Freya W was similarly impressive at the District Schools Championships, where she came 1st in her race.
Both Lottie and Freya show a tremendous dedication to running all year round, both in and outside of school, so it is fantastic to see their hard work paying off.
16 St George’s athletes attended the London Area Prep Schools Athletics Qualifier at Thames Valley Athletics Centre recently. Lottie D, Freya W, Henry R and Ben D
were selected to represent the London Area at the National Finals at the renowned Alexander Stadium, Birmingham. This fabulous four were outstanding on
Finals Day and produced the following results: Lottie D: 2nd nationally in the 1500m, 9th Nationally in High Jump; Henry R: 11th nationally in the 70m Hurdles; Ben
D: 3rd nationally in the 1500m; Freya W: 4th nationally in the 1500m.

