
 
 

Curriculum Overview - Year 8 - Michaelmas Term 2020 

 

English Reading/Writing skills: Use of PEE, Focus on poetry analysis, 
Discursive, descriptive, creative essays, comprehension and poetry 
skills + writing skills.  Use of past 13+ CE papers   + Scholarship 
where appropriate 
Grammar & punctuation: Parts of speech, poetry terminology, 
ellipsis, hyphen, colon, simile/metaphors, proof reading 
Class Reader:  “A Christmas Carol” by Dickens  

Maths Common Entrance work, at appropriate level, on: 
Negative numbers; Factors & Multiples; Decimals; Significant 
Figures; Fractions; Percentages; Powers; forming and solving 
Equations; Probability;  Bearings; Angles and Straight Line 
Constructions; Conversion and scatter graphs; ratio and proportion; 
Area and Perimeters; Lateral Thinking Problems. 

Science  Biology: Feeding relationships, ecology & environmental issues. 

 Chemistry: Useful chemical reactions 

 Physics: Forces – Friction, Moments & Pressure. 

Geography Settlement and Population 
Transport and Industry 
Fieldwork preparation  -  geographical enquiry 

History Elizabeth I 
Mary Queen of Scots 
The Spanish Armada 
The Reigns of James I and Charles I 

Music Music and composition in context 
Contemporary composers 
Further music technology  

Religious Studies Philosophy of Religion  

Computing Coding: HTML 
Digital Literacy: Creating a website 
E safety: Online presence and digital footprint. 

Latin Preparation for the syllabus requirements for Levels 1-2 of Common 
Entrance as appropriate, to include future tense, 3rd declension 
nouns, irregular verbs, pronouns, comparison of adjectives. 
Cultural topics will continue to explore the City of Rome. 

PSHCE Pupil Council Elections, Discussions, Meeting 
HEALTH: Personal Safety, What to do in an Emergency, Drug 
abuse, peer pressure. 
RELATIONSHIPS: What is the difference between sexual attraction 
and love? 
Should I have a boyfriend or girlfriend 
Where to go for help. 
CITIZENSHIP: Remembrance, Rights and Responsibilities, 
Discrimination, Valuing Difference 



French 8X1: Expo 3 Rouge: future careers, importance of languages, parts 
of the body and  illnesses, injuries, healthy living, giving advice, 
understanding complex texts, sports, future tense, connectives in 
complex sentences, expressions with avoir and être, perfect tense, 
negatives, imperatives, emphatic pronouns, imperfect tense 
8X2: Expo 3 Vert: future careers, importance of languages, parts of 
the body and illnesses, healthy living, giving advice, keep-fit 
activities, description of others, immediate future tense, modal verbs, 
connectives, expressions with avoir and être, negatives, imperatives, 
perfect tense, adjectival endings 

Spanish Mira 1 – end of Unit 5 and Unit 6: future plans, buildings / places in a 
town, activities in a town, making and answering invitations, the 
weather 
Grammar: future tense with “ir”, use of connectives, “hay” and 
“querer” 

DT Students build an electronic bicycle light and vacuum form the case. 
They also produce an A3 design portfolio, producing isometric, 
rendered sketches. 

Art Pop Art – Britain & USA 
Understanding of art movements. 
Collage, painting, printing. 3D work. 

Food Technology Continue to develop awareness of how to cook safely in a kitchen 
environment. Identify and assess the potential dangers in food 
preparation and handling.  Further, develop the skills to make a 
variety of sweet and savoury dishes including Spaghetti Bolognese, 
Thai Curry and Meringues. By the end of the course, pupils will be 
more competent and confident in preparing food and better informed 
about the importance of healthy balance in their diet. 

PE This term pupil will cover a combination of athletics and cricket 
lesson. This will include both track and field events for athletics and 
a combination of skill development in batting, bowling and fielding as 
well as match play in cricket. (please see the sport information pack 
on the school website for furthered information about sport in the 
Michaelmas term 2020, (Swimming currently under review) 

Boys Games Football: Consolidating work on individual ball skills, principles of 
attacking play and defending. There is a strong emphasis on 
positional awareness and creating space. 9 and 11 a-side matches 
are played and the offside rule is introduced. 

Girls Games  Hockey: multi-directional moving with the ball, possession, passing, 
tackling, scoring, marking, small sided games (width, support, 
space) 
Netball: Consolidate all basic skills, catching, landing, passing, 
match tactics, centre pass options, back line passes, half court drills, 
attacking and defending units, decision making drills, basic umpiring.   
Girls will also be given the opportunity to experience a variety of 
other sports and activities throughout the term such as golf, football 
and racket sports. 

 

*Please note that staff may decide to make minor changes to the list of topics taught 

throughout the term. 


